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Abstract 

Previous research in High Variability Phone;c Training (HVPT) use in L2 acquisi;on produced 
differing recommenda;ons regarding the use of mul;ple dialects of the target language during 
training. Likewise, research in imita;on has shown that it func;ons cross-linguis;cally. This 
thesis inves;gates the broader implica;ons of dialect exposure on percep;on and produc;on of 
naive listeners of modern Greek. 

In order to examine whether exposure to mul;ple dialects has a posi;ve or nega;ve effect on 
percep;on and produc;on by naive French L1 speakers, this study controls both speaker and 
dialect variability for modern Greek obstruents. Modern Greek contains six frica;ves and two 
stops /θ, ð, x, ɣ, ç, ʝ, c, ɟ/ not present in French. Na;ve Greek speakers from three regions of 
Greece (Thessaloniki, Athens, Crete) produced 166 words containing these obstruents in word-
ini;al, stressed posi;on. 28 French L1 speakers, divided into three condi;ons, completed a 
4I2AFC task to test their percep;on of these foreign words. An imita;on experiment was used 
to test produc;on, with par;cipants first imita;ng another French L1 speaker to establish a 
baseline level of imita;on, followed by imita;on of the Greek speakers used in the percep;on 
experiment. 

Preliminary results for percep;on suggest that Condi;on 1 (single speaker, 1 dialect) is the 
easiest for naive speakers (highest accuracy), followed by Condi;on 3 (12 speakers, 3 dialects), 
with Condi;on 2 (4 speakers, 1 dialect) showing lowest overall accuracy. 


