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In this presentation:

• Linguistics in Cologne

• General Information (mostly Legalese)

• Structure of the MA programs 
(„Modulhandbuch“ & „Prüfungsordnung“)

 1-Subject-M.A. Linguistik/Linguistics

 2-Subject-M.A. Linguistik und Phonetik

• Questions
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MA Linguistics vs. MA Linguistik? 

What is the difference between the German MA Linguistik program and the 
English MA Lingustics program? 

• The German program includes 15 profiles, the English—8 out of those

• Students in MA LinguistiCS may not take classes taught in German

• In KVV/Lecture Directory: (EN) = This course can be taught in English if 
required
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LINGUISTICS IN COLOGNE
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Linguistics in Cologne: IfL & CCLS

• Institute of Linguistics with four departments
 General Linguistics (Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft = ASW)
 Historical Comparative Linguistics (Historisch-Vergleichende 

Sprachwissenschaft = HVS)
 Phonetics (Phonetik)
 Discourse Linguistics

 2-Fach-MA (https://ifl.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/2-fach-ma-linguistik-und-phonetik)

• CCLS (Cologne Center for Language Sciences): 15 linguistic 
subsections at different departments (= the MA profiles)

 1-F-MA Linguistik (https://ccls.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/studium/1-fach-ma-linguistik-1)
 MA Linguistics (https://ccls.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/studium/ma-linguistics)
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Linguistics in Cologne: SFB

• Collaborative research center
• 20 ongoing projects in three areas
• https://sfb1252.uni-koeln.de/
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Web & Social Networks

Institut für Linguistik: https://ifl.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Sprachwissenschaft

www.facebook.com/Phonetik.Koeln

Cologne Center of Language Sciences (CCLS): 
https://ccls.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de

General Information M.A.-Studium an der Philosophischen 
Fakultät:

https://phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/studium/master

We tweet!!! @LinguistikKoeln 

New IG of the Faculty: @philfak_unikoeln 
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Mailinglists: Phonetics
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Student Council (Fachschaft)

Homepage:  https://fs-lup.uni-koeln.de/

Facebook: @FSLuPKoeln

email: fachschaft-lup@uni-koeln.de

ig: @fs_lup
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Two important internet platforms

• Klips 2.0 (curriculum management)
- Manage and organize your courses and exams
- https://klips2.uni-koeln.de
- major interface update on April 25th! 

https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/en/students-new-design 

• Ilias (E-learning)
- Course materials will usually be uploaded to E-Learning plattform
- https://www.ilias.uni-koeln.de/ilias/index.php

 Also important: When writing emails to your advisors or teaching staff, 
please exclusively use your Smail-Address! Also: Check your inbox there 
regularly, as official information will be send to this address
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STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAM
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Construction kit: 
MA Linguistik & Phonetik, MA Linguistik/Linguistics
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Advanced Module 1

Advanced Module 2

Advanced Module 3

Advanced Module 4

Advanced Module 5

Advanced Module 6 a-f

Specialization Module 1 a-

Specialization Module 2 a-c

Complementary Module  1

Complementary Module  2

Complementary Module  3
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Advanced Module

Specialization Module 
2

Complementary Module 

Specialization Module 
2

Advanced Module

Complementary Module 

Advanced Module 1

Advanced Module 2

Advanced Module

Specialization Module 
1

Complementary Module 

Advanced Module

Advanced Module

+ + + +

4 Options in MA Linguistics
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Aufbaustudium (Obligatory)

• AM 1 Empirical Methods (12 CP)
• AM 2 Theories and Models (15 CP)

• Advanced modules contain seminars from all involved 
institutes

• You can enroll in classes from many different profiles or 
mainly enroll in your chosen profile, up to you.
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Aufbaustudium (Obligatory): AM 1
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Aufbaustudium (Obligatory): AM 2
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Advanced Module 2: Theorien und Modelle

Kennnummer Workload Leistungs-
punkte

Studien-
semester

Häufigkeit des 
Angebots

Dauer

LIN-1FMA-AM2 450 Std. 15 LP 1.-2. Sem. WiSe/SoSe 2 Semester

1 Lehrveranstaltungen

Es sind 3 Veranstaltungen aus a-d) zu 
besuchen: 

a) Vorlesung Theorien und Modelle

b) Seminar Theorien und Modelle 1

c) Seminar Theorien und Modelle 2

d) Seminar Theorien und Modelle 3

e) Modulabschlussprüfung (schriftlich)

Kontaktzeit

 

 

30 h

30 h

30 h

30 h

 

Selbststudium

 

 

60 h

60 h

60 h

60 h

180 h

geplante Gruppengröße

 

Vorlesung: 100 Studierende, 
Seminar: 30 Studierende
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Apart from that

• SM 1 -> choose from 15(8) profile modules 
• Evtl. SM 2 -> choose out of 3

 A Kolloquium / Colloquium
 B Laborarbeit / Lab work
 C Lektüre/Textarbeit / Self-directed reading

• Evtl. AM -> choose out of 4 AMs
 Linguistische Evidenz / Linguistic evidence
 Sprach- & Grammatiktheorie / Language and Grammar Theory
 Sprachliche Strukturen / Linguistic Structures
 Sprachpraxis / Language modules (only in some profiles!)

• Possibly 1 additional CM -> next page
• MA-Thesis (30 CP)
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Specialization Module 1 (Schwerpunktmodul 1)

- General Linguistics 
- English Linguistics 
- Computerlinguistik 
- Germanistische Linguistik 
- Historical-Comparative Linguistics 
- Niederländische Sprachwissenschaft

- Phonetics 
- Romanische Sprachwissenschaft 
- Schrift- und Schreiberwerb 
- Slavic Linguistics 
- Spracherwerb und 

Sprach(entwicklungs)störungen 
- Sprachverarbeitung (Psycho- und 

Neurolinguistik) 
- African Linguistics
- Sign language linguistics
- Discourse Studies

19
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Complementary Modules

Min. 1, max. 2 CMs:
• CM 1 Ergänzende Studien / Complementary Studies 

 Different courses possible*, talk to advisor before
 A.r.t.e.s.-Module

• CM 2 Research in practice
 Summer School
 Conference
 Internship
 Fieldwork

• CM 3 Artificial Intelligence

• *: Learning German language classes are not eligible
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Complementary Module 1
CM cannot be handled in Klips
• Choose classes (statistics, programming language, 

language courses, …)
• Contact your subject advisor for approval, otherwise post-

factum recognition is not guaranteed
• Contact teaching staff of course via mail and ask permission

to participate
• They have to add you in Klips (freie Anmeldung/Freifach)
• Take the class :-)
• After you have completed enough courses for CM1, email 

Vanya at ma-ling-contact@uni-koeln.de
• CM 2: Similar procedure; Vanya will add it in Klips

21



U n i v e r s i t ä t  z u  K ö l n

D i e  P h i l o s o p h i s c h e   F a k u l t ä t

PLANNING
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Planning Your Seminars

1. Module Handbook/Modulhandbuch (MHB)

2. Annotated Lecture Directory / Kommentiertes 
Vorlesungsverzeichnis (KVV)

3. Register for Classes (Klips 2.0)
- Klips 2 Support Pages & Registrations Phases!

- Touch base with your subject advisors every once in a while!

- MHB, KVV, and these slides are linked on the start page: 
- https://ccls.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/studium/ma-linguistics
- https://ccls.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/studium/1-fach-ma-linguistik-1
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This semester: 2nd phase until 20.03. Register until then!
https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/en/klips-20-support/news-and-dates/news-details-klips-20/vorlaeufiger-terminplan-klips-20-fuer-das-

sommersemester-2025

- In any event: Join the first session of class!

- Start of teaching: April, 7th

- Primarily in-person teaching (online in exceptional cases)

- Klips News&Dates:  https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/en/klips-20-support/news-and-dates

Enrolment in classes: Dates

24
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 is at the heart of your study management, but is highly idiosyncratic, so do 
take some time to familiarize yourself with it:

 how to search for classes and enroll in them
 how to register for exams
 how to track your progress

 Klips links:

Support and illustrated manuals: https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/en/students

IfL’s collection of manuals: https://ifl.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/manuals-on-klips-20

KLIPS 2.0
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How many classes to take?

• Assuming you aim to finish in 2 years = 4 semesters

• You need to complete 90CPs of classwork mainly within the first three 

semesters (although a class or two can carry over to semester 4)

• AM2 & SM1 are 15CPs each, other 5 modules in any combination 12CPs each

• This yields approximately 5-6 classes each semester

26



U n i v e r s i t ä t  z u  K ö l n

D i e  P h i l o s o p h i s c h e   F a k u l t ä t

Choose your profile

• Important: Choose a profile at the beginning of your studies (1st semester)

• You might have to take additional classes if you are missing basics (Auflagen)

 These additional basic classes should be completed at the beginning of your 
studies

• You can change your profile later on, send an email to ma-ling-contact@uni-
koeln.de 

• You might have to complete other basics/Auflagen again
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EXAMINATIONS AND GRADES
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General Info

Some of the more advanced modules may have prerequisites, please check the 
Module Handbook

• There is no obligatory attendance, but participation requirements 
(Studienleistungen; incl. assignments) will have to be completed

• Every module* contains a module examination—usually a term paper, written 
for a "Seminar"-type class of your choice in that module (only one; never for 
"Lectures")

• Credit points will only be assigned after the completion of the entire module

*: except Complementary (EM) 1 & 2 and SM2
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Module Examinations

• Different forms of examinations:
- Usually term papers, but in some cases oral or written exams, 

presentations with a write-up, etc. Check with the Handbook!

• Repetition of examinations
– Examinations can be attempted an unlimited number of times upon 

failure
– A passed examination cannot be repeated
– The examination has to be completed within three semesters, otherwise 

it cannot be guaranteed that the student can be examined on the topic
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Module Examinations

• Relevance for Final Grade (prior to thesis!)
- MA Linguistik und Phonetik: best grade in Advanced Module is 30%, 

Specialization Module 1 is 70%

- MA Linguistik/Linguistics: two best grades in Advanced Modules are 30% each, 
Specialization Module 1 is 40%

• Important: You have to register in Klips for the examinations, separately 
from registering for courses: 
https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/en/online-hilfe-studierende-neues-design/ex
aminations/registering-for-exams
 

• Check the deadlines! Those might be different in different institutes
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Modul examination: Where is my professor?!

Achtung!

• Examiners are not all listed on 
1st page

• Use the filters and search to 
check that your examiner is 
listed in the exam you are 
registering for

• If after checking you still 
cannot find your examiner, 
please write to 
ma-ling-contact@uni-koeln.de 
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MA Thesis

• Prerequisite: Successful completion of Specialization Module 1 (For MA 
Linguistik: Englisch B2 (GER))

• Your thesis should match your chosen profile (= SM1)
- The topic is determined together with your advisor.

• Timeframe: 26 weeks

• Length: Not more than 30.000 words 

• Grade:

- MA Linguistik und Phonetik = 1/3 of final grade
- MA Linguistik/Linguistics = 1/2 of final grade

• Attempts limited to: 2
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MA-Thesis: Finding a topic

• It is common for students to suggest topics to their advisors and then decide 
together

 SM 2 („Colloquium“) can be used as preparation for the MA thesis (optional)

 Different research projects at the various institutes can provide inspiration for 
finding a topic (see websites for ongoing projects)

 In addition, the SFB (see slide 6) is a stimulating environment for finding a 
topic
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QUESTIONS?
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Subject advisors
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General Linguistics: Dr. Ivan (Vanya) Kapitonov, ma-ling-contact@uni-koeln.de, 470-3077
English Linguistics: Frau Dr. Lenz und Frau Dr. Klages katja.lenz@uni-koeln.de, monika.klages@uni-koeln.de  
Computerlinguistik: Dr. Jürgen Hermes, hermesj@uni-koeln.de, 470-4430
Germanistische Linguistik: Dr. Markus Philipp, markus.philipp@uni-koeln.de, 470-5236
Historical-Comparative Linguistics: Dr. Svenja Bonmann, svenja.bonmann@uni-koeln.de, 470-4112
Niederländische Sprachwissenschaft: Prof. Dr. Ann Marynissen, ann.marynissen@uni-koeln.de, 470-4161
Phonetics: Dr. Doris Mücke, doris.muecke@uni-koeln.de, 470-4256
Romanische Sprachwissenschaft: Prof. Dr. Marco García García, marco.garcia@uni-koeln.de, 470-4821
Schrift- und Schreiberwerb: Prof. Dr. Thorsten Pohl, thorsten.pohl@uni-koeln.de, 470-1206
Slavic Linguistics: Prof. Dr. Daniel Bunčić, daniel.buncic@uni-koeln.de, 470-3355
Spracherwerb & Sprach(entwicklungs)störungen: Prof. Dr. Martina Penke, martina.penke@uni-koeln.de, 470-5592
Sprachverarbeitung (Psycho- und Neurolinguistik): Dr. Markus Philipp, markus.philipp@uni-koeln.de, 470-5236
African Linguistics: Dr. Angelika Mietzner, amietzne@uni-koeln.de
Sign Language Linguistics: Dr. Pamela Perniss, pperniss@uni-koeln.de
Discourse Studies: Dr. Sandra Debreslioska (to start in SoSe 2025)
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2-FACH-MASTER
LINGUISTIK UND PHONETIK
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Linguistik und Phonetik

• 2-Fach-Master
- Studium in Kombination mit einem anderem M.A.-Fach der Philosophischen 

Fakultät

• Spezialisierungsmöglichkeit in einer der drei Abteilungen des Instituts 
für Linguistik (IfL)
– Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft (ASW)
– Historisch-Vergleichende Sprachwissenschaft (HVS)
– Phonetik
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Allgemeiner Aufbau

1. Semester: Gemeinsames Aufbaustudium/Pflicht = 12 LP

AM 1: Empirische Methoden

2.-4. Semester: Profilbildung/Pflicht + Wahlpflichtmodule = 27 LP

Specialization Module: Profilmodul 15 LP (SM 1) + 
Forschungsmodul (SM 2) ODER 2. AM nach Wahl 

(aus AM 3-6) 12 LP

Inhaltlicher Schwerpunkt

Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft Typologie, kognitive 
Anthropologie

Historisch-Vergleichende Sprachwissenschaft Indogermanische Grammatik

Phonetik Laborphonologie

ggf. PLUS
Masterarbeit 30 LP

1.-4. Semester: Ergänzungsbereich = 12 LP
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Studienvarianten

1: Masterarbeit in LuP

PFLICHT
• AM1: Empirische Methoden
• ein Schwerpunktodul 1 (Profilmodul):
       1a Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft 
       1f Historisch-Vergleichende Sprachw.
       1h Phonetik
• ein Ergänzungsmodul aus EM1–3

WAHLPFLICHT
• SM2 (Forschungsmodul)

ODER
• ein weiteres AM aus AM3–6

42

Advanced Module 1

Specialization Module 1

Specialization Module 2

Complementary Module 

Specialization Module 1

ODER

Advanced Module

Advanced Module 1

Complementary Module 
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Studienvarianten

2: Masterarbeit in anderem Fach

PFLICHT
• AM1: Empirische Methoden
• ein Schwerpunktmodul 1 (Profilmodul):
       1a Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft 
       1f Historisch-Vergleichende Sprachw.
       1h Phonetik

WAHLPFLICHT
• ein weiteres AM aus AM 3–6

43

Advanced Module 1

Specialization Module 1

Advanced Module
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Übersicht: Schwerpunktmodule 1 (= Profilmodule)

SM 1a: Profilmodul
Allg. Sprachwissenschaft

SM 1f: Profilmodul
Historisch-Vergleichende 

Sprachwissenschaft

SM 1h: Profilmodul 
Phonetik

a) Seminar Profilmodul ASW 1

b) Seminar Profilmodul ASW 2

c) Projektseminar Profilmodul ASW

a) Seminar „Indogermanische Phonologie/ 
Morphologie“

b) Hauptseminar „Probleme der 
indogermanischen Sprachwissenschaft“

c) Hauptseminar „Probleme der 
indogermanischen Sprachwissenschaft“

a) Seminar Profilmodul 
Phonetik

b) Projektseminar Laboratory 
Phonology

c) Kolloquium (Phonetik-
Kolloquium)

d) Modulprüfung (Hausarbeit) d) Modulabschlussprüfung (Kombinierte 
Portfolioprüfung)

d) Modulabschlussprüfung 
(Kombinierte Portfolioprüfung)

44
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Übersicht: Schwerpunktmodule 2 (= Forschungsprojekte)

SM 2a: Forschungsprojekt/
Kolloquium

SM 2b: Forschungsprojekt/
Laborarbeit

SM 2c: Forschungsprojekt/
Selbständige Lektüre mit 

Anleitung

Entwicklung einer 
Fragestellung, Organisation der 
Forschungsarbeit sowie 
mündliche Präsentation der 
eigenen Arbeit

Entwicklung und Durchführung 
eines Experiments unter 
Anleitung

Konzeption, der für eines 
eigenen Forschungsprojekt 
notwendigen Lektüre
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Musterstudienplan: Variante 1a) Masterarbeit in LuP
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Musterstudienplan: Variante 2) Masterarbeit in anderem Fach
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